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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 38, amend claims 1, 2, 6, 18, 28, 29, and 34, and insert new claims 40- 
45, as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An ablation device, comprising: 

a shaft comprising proximal and distal ends, at least a distal p ortion of the shaft being 
bendable to form a desired configuratio n, and a proximal portion of the shaft being rigid ; 

a clamp assembly on the distal end of the shaft, the clamp assembly comprising first and 
second opposing jaws, at least one of the first and second jaws being moveable relative to the other 
to open and close the clamp assembly; 

first and second electrodes on the first and second jaws, respectively; and 

a handle on the proximal end of the shaft. 

2. (Currently Amended) The ablation device of claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the shaft is 
capable of being rotated relative to another portion of the shaft about a longitudinal axis of the shaft. 

3. (Original) The ablation device of claim 1, wherein the shaft comprises a first segment and a 
second segment rotatably secured to the first segment. 

4. (Original) The ablation device of claim 3, wherein the second segment is rotatably secured to 
the first segment by a ball-bearing connection. 
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5. (Original) The ablation device of claim 1, wherein the shaft comprises one or more polymer 
rings. 

6. (Currently Amended) The ablation device of claim 1, wherein the at l e ast a distal portion of 
the shaft is made from a malleable material. 

7. (Original) The ablation device of claim 1, wherein the shaft further comprising a lumen 
extending between the proximal and distal ends. 

8. (Original) The ablation device of claim 7, further comprising: 

a tensioning device located proximate to the proximal end of the shaft; and 
a wire having a proximal end secured to the tensioning device and a distal end secured to the 
distal end of the shaft, at least a portion of the wire is disposed within the lumen of the shaft; 
wherein the tensioning device is operable to create or adjust a tension in the wire. 

9. (Original) The ablation device of claim 8, wherein the tensioning device comprises a knob. 

10. (Original) The ablation device of claim 7, further comprising: 
an actuating device coupled to the handle; and 

a control wire having a proximal end coupled to the actuating device and a distal end secured 
to the clamp assembly, at least a portion of the control wire is disposed within the lumen of the shaft; 
wherein the actuating device is operable to create or adjust a tension in the control wire. 
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1 1 . (Original) The ablation device of claim 1 0, wherein the actuating device comprises a first 
portion and a second portion rotatably secured to the first portion. 

12. (Original) The ablation device of claim 10, further comprising a spring secured between the 
proximal end of the control wire and the actuating device. 

13. (Original) The ablation device of claim 1, wherein the clamp assembly is rotatably secured to 
the distal end of the shaft. 

14. (Original) The ablation device of claim 1, wherein the first electrode has a first surface, the 
second electrode has a second surface, and the clamp assembly having a configuration such that 
when a tissue is compressed between the first and second jaws, the first surface of the first electrode 
is approximately parallel to the second surface of the second electrode. 

15. (Original) The ablation device of claim 1 , wherein the second jaw remains approximately 
parallel to the first jaw as the second jaw is moved relative to the first jaw. 

16. (Original) The ablation device of claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the first jaw is capable 
of being bent into a desired shape. 

1 7. (Original) The ablation device of claim 1 , wherein the first and the second electrodes operate 
in a bipolar arrangement. 
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18. (Currently Amended) th e The ablation device of claim 1 , wherein the first and the second 
electrodes operate in a unipolar arrangement. 

19. (Original) An ablation device, comprising: 

a shaft having a proximal end and a distal end; 

a clamp assembly secured to the distal end of the shaft, the clamp assembly having a first jaw 
and a second jaw, the second jaw moveable relative to the first jaw to open or close the clamp 
assembly, the second jaw remains approximately parallel to the first jaw as the second jaw is moved 
relative to the first j aw; 

a first electrode secured to the first jaw of the clamp assembly; 

a second electrode secured to the second jaw of the clamp assembly; and 

a handle connected to the proximal end of the shaft. 

20. (Original) The ablation device of claim 19, wherein the shaft further having a lumen 
extending between the proximal end and the distal end. 

2 1 . (Original) The ablation device of claim 20, further comprising: 
an actuating device coupled to the handle; and 

a control wire having a proximal end coupled to the actuating device and a distal end secured 
to the clamp assembly, at least a portion of the control wire is disposed within the lumen of the shaft; 
wherein the actuating device is operable to create or adjust a tension in the control wire. 
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22. (Original) The ablation device of claim 21, wherein the actuating device comprises a first 
portion and a second portion rotatably secured to the first portion. 

23. (Original) The ablation device of claim 21, further comprising a spring secured between the 
proximal end of the control wire and the actuating device. 

24. (Original) The ablation device of claim 19, wherein the clamp assembly is rotatably secured 
to the distal end of the shaft. 

25. (Original) The ablation device of claim 19, wherein at least a portion of the shaft is capable 
of being rotated about a longitudinal axis relative to a remaining portion of the shaft. 

26. (Original) The ablation device of claim 19, wherein at least a portion of the first jaw is 
capable of being bent into a desired shape. 

27. (Original) The ablation device of claim 19, wherein the first and the second electrodes 
operate in a bipolar arrangement. * 

28. (Currently Amended) th e The ablation device of claim 19, wherein the first and the second 
electrodes operate in a unipolar arrangement. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method of ablating a tissue, comprising: 
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providing an ablation device having a shaft and a clamp assembly connected to the shaft, the 
clamp assembly carrying at least one electrode; 

bending the shaft of the ablation device into a desired shape; 
inserting at least a portion of the ablation device into a patient; 
placing internal tissue between jaws of the clamp assembly; 
clamping a the tissue insid e th e pati e nt using the clamp assembly; and 
delivering ablation energy to the tissue via the at least one electrode. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29, further comprising locking the shaft in the desired shape. 

3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the locking comprises creating a compression in 
the shaft. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein the inserting the at least a portion of the ablation 
device into the patient comprises placing the clamp assembly through a trocar or a cannula. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein the clamp assembly having a first jaw and a 
second jaw, and the clamping comprises causing the second jaw to move relative to the first jaw, 
wherein the second jaw remains approximately parallel to the first jaw as the second jaw is moved 
relative to the first jaw. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method of ablating a tissue, comprising: 
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providing a clamp assembly, the clamp assembly having a first jaw carrying a first electrode, 
and a second jaw carrying a second electrode, the first electrode having a first surface, and the 
second electrode having a second surface; 

moving the second iaw relative to the first iaw to hold h olding a tissue inside a patient using 
the clamp assembly such that , wherein as the second jaw is moved, the first surface of the first 
electrode is approximately parallel to the second surface of the second electrode when th e tissu e is 
secur e d b e tween th e first and second e lectrod e s ; and 

delivering ablation energy to the first and second electrodes. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the tissue comprises at least a portion of an atria 
tissue, and the method further comprising compressing the at least a portion of the atria tissue. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein the compressing is performed such that a first 
wall of the at least a portion of the atria tissue is in contact with a second wall of the at least a 
portion of the atria tissue. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36, wherein the delivering the ablation energy is continued 
until a transmural lesion is created at the first wall and at the second wall. 

38. (Canceled) 



39. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the delivering the ablation energy is continued 
until a transmural lesion is created in the tissue. 
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40. (New) The method of claim 34, wherein the moving step comprises linearly translating the 
second jaw relative to the first jaw. 

41 . (New) The ablation device of claim 1 , wherein the second jaw is linearly translatable relative 
to the first jaw. 

42. (New) The ablation device of claim 19, wherein the second jaw is linearly translatable 
relative to the first jaw. 

43. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein the clamping step comprises linearly translating the 
second jaw relative to the first jaw. 

44. (New) The method of claim 29, further comprising positioning the clamp assembly to reach 
the tissue without going through a vessel. 

45. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein the step of inserting comprises: 
creating an incision through the patient's skin; 

placing the clamp assembly through the incision; and 

advancing the clamp assembly inside the patient without going through a vessel. 
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